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Diogenes Laertius’ Lives of the Eminent Philosophers

V ANTISTHENES (446-336 BC)




Introduction

Antisthenes, who was present at the death of Socrates, was a teacher in Athens,
wrote on many different topics from ethics to language, and composed Socratic
dialogues, together with a diatribe against Plato. He was said to have been the
founder of the Cynic tradition, emphasising the importance of the simple, self-
sufficient life. While he acknowledged that most people believed in a multiplicity of
gods, he himself thought there was only one god.

Orphism, status, pupils, sex, flattery

4 When he was being initiated into the Orphic mysteries, the priest said that those
admitted into these rites would be partakers of many good things in Hades. ‘Why
then, said he, ‘don’t you die?’ Being reproached because his parents were not both
free-born, ‘Nor were they both wrestlers,” he said, ‘but yet | am a wrestler.’ To the
question why he had but few disciples he replied, ‘Because | use a silver rod to eject
them.” When he was asked why he was so bitter in reproving his pupils he replied,
‘Physicians are just the same with their patients.” And upon seeing an adulterer
running for his life he exclaimed, ‘Poor wretch, what peril you might have escaped
atthe price of an obol.’ He used to say that it is better to fall in with crows than with
flatterers; for in the one case you are devoured when dead, in the other case while
alive.
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Happiness, memory, envy, mortality, right and wrong
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5 Being asked what was the height of human bliss, he replied, ‘To die happy.” When
a friend complained to him that he had lost his notes, ‘You should have inscribed
them, said he, ‘on your mind instead of on paper.’ Asiron is eaten away by rust, so,
said he, the envious are consumed by their own passion. Those who would fain be
immortal must, he declared, live piously and justly. States, said he, are doomed
when they are unable to distinguish good men from bad. Once, when he was
applauded by rascals, he remarked, ‘l am horribly afraid | have done something
wrong.’

5 EpwmOeig Tl pakaplwtatov v avBpwTioLs, @1, ‘TO EDTUXODVTH
ATTo0aVEIY. YVWpIHoL TIOTE TIPOG A TOV ATTOSUPOHEVOL MG €1 TAVTIOUVIHATA
ATIOAWAEKWG, ‘ESeLyap,” E@, ‘€v T Py adTO Kai pr) €V TOiG YapTiolg
KATOYPAPELY.” GOTEP LTIO TOV 10D TOV GidNpPoV, 0UTWS EAeye TOVGS POOVEPOVG
V1O ToD idiov fiBoug kateaBisoBal ToVG BovAopévoug dBavdToug sivat Egn
Seiv enoePdg kol Sikalwg {ijv. TOT £@1) TAG TTOAELS ATTOAAVGB AL, dTOV pn)
SUVWVTAL TOVS PAVUAOVG ATIO TOV oTTOVSAlWV SLAKPIVELY. ETTALVOVUEVOS TIOTE
VTIO TTOVNP®V, £@1), ‘AYWVLD U1} TLKOKOV EipyacpoL.’

Agreement, clothing, company, serving the state, philosophy, wine

The short khiténand the longer Aimationaround it

6 When brothers agree, no fortress is so strong as their common life, he said. The
right outfit for a voyage, he said, is such as, even if you are shipwrecked, will go
through the water with you. One day when he was censured for keeping company
with evil men, the reply he made was, ‘Well, physicians are in attendance on their
patients without getting the fever themselves.’ ‘It is strange,’ said he, ‘that we weed
outthe darnel [an inedible weed] from the corn and the unfit in war, but do not
excuse evil men from the service of the state.” When he was asked what advantage
had accrued to him from philosophy, his answer was, ‘The ability to hold converse
with myself.’ Someone having called upon him over the wine for a song, he replied,
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‘Then accompany me on the pipe.” When Diogenes begged a kAiténof him, he bade
him fold his A/mationaround him double.

6 OpovooUVTWV ASEAP®Y cLPBIwoY TTaVTOS @1 TelXOUG ioYLPOTEPAY ElvaL.
ToLad T €1 O€lv TToLETo B £POSLA 6 KAl vauaryoavTL GUYKOAV BT OEL.
OVELOLOPEVOG TIOT  £TIL TG TTIOVNPOiG ouyyevéoBat, ‘kai ol iatpol, enot, ‘peta
T®V VOOOUVTWYV €01V, GAA" 00 TTUPETTOVGLY.’ ATOTIOV E(PT) TOD HEV GITOV TAG
aipag EKAEYELY Kal €V TM TIOAEU® TOVG GXPELOVG, £V 8& TIOALTELQ TOVG TTOVTPOVG
UM TtapatteioBaL. EpwTNOEIS TL VT TIEPLYEYOVEV EK @LAOCO@LAG, T, ‘TO
SUvaoBaL EaVTE OHIAEIV. EITTOVTOG AdTH TVOG TIAPd TIOTOV, ‘Qoov,” ‘'ob 8¢ pot,’
ENoiv, ‘adAnoov.” ALOYEVEL XITGVA AITODVTL TITUEAL TIPOCETAEE BOLUATIOV.

Learning, slander, Plato’s pride

Plato in his pomp

7 Being asked what learning is the most necessary, he replied, ‘How to get rid of
having anything to unlearn.’ And he advised that when men are slandered, they
should endure it more courageously than if they were pelted with stones.

And he used to taunt Plato with being conceited. At all events when in a procession
he spied a spirited charger he said, turning to Plato, ‘It seems to me that you would
have made just such a proud, showy steed.’ This because Plato was constantly
praising horseflesh. And one day he visited Plato, who was ill, and seeing the basin
into which Plato had vomited, remarked, ‘The bile | see, but not the pride.’

7 £pWTNOEIG TI TOV HABNUATWY AVAYKALOTATOV, ‘TO TIEPLALPELY,” E@T, ‘TO
ATIOHAVOAVELY. TTAPEKEAEVETO TE KAKMG AKOVOVTAG KAPTEPETV LAAAOV 1j €l
AlBots T BaArotto. "EockwTTe Te [TAATWVA 1§ TETUPWHEVOV. TIOUTIT|G YOIV
YEVOUEVNG ITITIOV BEACAUEVOG PPLAKTNV NOLTIPOG TOV [TAdTwVa, ‘€50KELg
Hotkad oV (TITo¢ v eivat AapumipuvTg: TodTo 88 éTel kai ouvexes 6 ITAdtwv
MoV EMYVeL Kal TToT’ EABGOV TIPOG adTOV VOO ODVTA KAl 0 AUEVOG AEKAVT|V
EvOa 0 [TAGTwV EunpEKELEPT), ‘YOATNV HEV Opd EVTadOa, TO@OV 8& ov) Opd.’
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Generals, praise, fame, goodness, luxury

Cee, nicetry ..

8 He used to recommend the Athenians to vote that asses are horses. When they
deemed this absurd, his reply was, ‘But yet generals are found among you who had
no training, but were merely elected.”‘Many men praise you,’ said one. ‘Why, what
wrong have | done? was his rejoinder. When he turned the torn part of his cloak so
that it came into view, Socrates no sooner saw this than he said, ‘I spy your love of
fame peeping through your cloak.” Someone asked him what he must do to be good
and noble, and he replied, ‘You must learn from those who know that the faults you
have are to be avoided.” When someone extolled luxury his reply was, ‘May the sons
of your enemies live in luxury.’

8 ouveoVAgvev ABnvaiols Tovg Svoug iTttous Yn@icacOal: GAoyov 8¢
NYOUHEVWYV, ‘@AAG UMV Kol oTpatnyol, enoti, ‘@alvovtat tap HUIv pndev
HOBOVTEG, HOVOV 8E XELPOTOVNBEVTES. TIPOG TOV EITTOVTAQ, ‘TIoAAOL o€
EMavodol,’ ‘TLydp, E@n, Kakov TIETomK; oTPEPavVToG avTod TO SlEpPwyoOs
ToD TP{PWVOG €1G TO TIPOPAVES, ZWKPATNG 10wV PN CLY, ‘0pd 0OV SLd TOD
TpBwvog v @ ododiav. EpwTnOeic HTIO TOV TLTIOLDY KAAOG KAYaBOG
£00LTO, £@1), ‘€l TA KAKO 0 EXELG OTLPEVKTA E0TLHABOLG TP TOV EISOTWV.’
TIPOG TOV ETTALVODVTA TPLPNV, ‘EXO POV TTIHASES,” £, ‘TPLENOELAV.’
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9 To the youth who was posing fantastically as an artist’s model he put this

question, ‘Tell me, if the bronze could speak, on what, think you, would it pride itself
most? ‘On its beauty,” was the reply. ‘Then, said he, ‘are you not ashamed of
delighting in the very same quality as an inanimate object? When a young man
from Pontus promised to treat him with great consideration as soon as his boat with
its freight of salt fish should arrive, he took him and an empty wallet to a flour-
dealer’s, gotitfilled, and was going away. When the woman asked for the money,
‘The young man will pay,’ said he, ‘when his boatload of salt fish arrives.’
Antisthenes is held responsible for the exile of Anytus and the execution of Meletus.

9 [1p0¢ 1O TapacyMUati(ov avTO TA TTAACTY HELPAKLOV, ‘€ITTE HoL,” PNV, ‘€l
@WVNV AAPoL O XaAKOG, ETTL TIVL AV oiel oepvuvOTvay’ Tod 8’ eirtovTog, ‘€Tl
KAAAEL’ ‘00K aioyOvn odv, £, “To Spota yeyn0ag aiywm; Iovtikod ve
avioKOU TIOAVW PN OELY ADTOD ETIAYYEAAOUEVOV, €1 TO TTAOTOV GPIKOLTO TMV
Tapiywv, AaBov adtov kai OVAAKOV KEVOV TIPOG GAPLTOTIWALY TKE Kod
oagAPEVOG ATMEL TG 6& AiToVoM G TO SLAPOpPOV, ‘0 vEavioKog, @1, ‘SwoeL €AV
TO TTAOTOV O TOD TAV TAPIYWV A KNTAL’ AVTOG 8 Kol AvOT® THG QUYTIS
aitiog yevésBat Sokel kai MeAntm Tod Bavatov.

Socrates and Anytus, ornamentation, virtue and nobility

10 For he fell in with some youths from Pontus whom the fame of Socrates had
brought to Athens, and he led them off to Anytus, whom he ironically declared to be
wiser than Socrates; whereupon (it is said) those about him with much indignation
drove Anytus out of the city. If he saw a woman anywhere decked out with
ornaments, he would hasten to her house and bid her husband bring out his horse
and arms, and then, if the man possessed them, let his extravagance alone, for (he
said) the man could with these defend himself; but, if he had none, he would bid
him strip off the finery. Favourite themes with him were the following. He would
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prove that virtue can be taught; that nobility belongs to none other than the
virtuous.

10 [ToVTIKOTG Yap VEAVIOKOLG KATO KAEOG TOD ZWKPATOUG APLYHEVOLS
TIEPLTUX AV AT YAYEV AVTOVGS TIPOG TOV AVUTOV, EITT®V &V 1Ol 60 WTEPOV
£lval ToD TWKPATOUG: £ O SLyavaK T ooV TaS TOVG TIEPLECTATAG EKSIDEL
aOTOV. €1 6€ TT0OL BedoaLTO YOVALOV KEKOGUTLEVOV, ATIHELETTL TV OiKiav
0T G Kol EkEAEVE TOV GvSpa E€ayayeiv ITITTOV Kai OTIA, BOT’ €l pev Exol
TadTA, £AV TPLEAV: APLVETCOAL” YOp TOVTOLG: €1 8€ p1), TIEPLALPETY TOV KOGHOV.
"Hpeokev avtd kai TASe. SIOAK TNV ATIESEIKVUE TNV APETNV. TOVG AVTOVG
EVYEVEIS TOLG KA EVAPETOVG:

Virtue and happiness, reputation, children, love

11 And he held virtue to be sufficient in itself to ensure happiness, since it needed
nothing else except the strength of a Socrates. And he maintained that virtue is an
affair of deeds and does not need a store of words or learning; that the wise manis
self-sufficing, for all the goods of others are his; that ill repute is a good thing and
much the same as pain; that the wise man will be guided in his public acts not by the
established laws but by the law of virtue; that he will also marry in order to have
children from union with the handsomest women; furthermore that he will not
disdain to love, for only the wise man knows who are worthy to be loved.

11 QO TAPKN 6& TNV APETTV TIPOG DS ALHOVIAY, HNOEVOG TIPOGEEOUEVV OTL T
TwkpatikiigioxVog. TV T dpeTiv TdV Epywv eival, pite Adywv TIAEIGTWV
Seopévny ufTe paONpdToY. aOTEPKN T €lvaL TOV 60@OV: TTdvTa Yap adTod
eval To TV A V. THV T d8o&lay dyaBov kaiioov Td TOve. Kai TOV 60OV
00 KATA TOVG KEWHEVOUG VOLOUGS TIOALTEVGEGO AL, AAAN KATO TOV TG APETHG.
YQUTOELY TE TEKVOTIOLLXG XAPLY, TOAG EDPUVECTATALS GUVIOVTA YUVALEL. Kai
gpaocOnoeoBaL 8€: povov yap eiSEVALTOV GOQPOV TIVWV Xp1| £PAV.

Wisdom, goodness, friends, virtue, enemies, honesty, evil

12 Diocles [of Magnesia] records the following sayings of his: To the wise man
nothing is foreign or impracticable. A good man deserves to be loved. Men of worth
are friends. Make allies of men who are at once brave and just. Virtue is a weapon
that cannot be taken away. It is better to be with a handful of good men fighting
againstall the bad, than with hosts of bad men against a handful of good men. Pay
attention to your enemies, for they are the first to discover your mistakes. Esteem an
honest man above a kinsman. Virtue is the same for women as for men. Good
actions are fair and evil actions foul. Count all wickedness foreign and alien.
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12 Avaypa@el §” avtod Koi ALOKATIG TAUTL T® 00 EEVoV 008EV 008 ATTopOV.
aElEPAOTOG O yaB0G: ol oTrovdaiol iAot cLPAYOUG TTOLEToB L TOVG
eOPrUYoUG Gpa Kai Sikaloug: ava@alipeTov GTTAOV 1 APETT): KPEITTOV EOTLUET
OAlYwV &yaB@v TIpOG ATIHVTAG TOVG KAKOVG T| LETA TTOAADY KAK®V TIPOG
OAlyoug dyaBovg payeoBat. TpooExeLy To1G xOPOIS: TIPOTOLYAP TOV
QUOPTNHATWY aicBdvovtal Tov dikalov Trepi TTAelovog TtoleloBaL Tod
OVYYEVODG: AVEPOG KL YUVALKOG 1] QO TT) APETN: TAYAOO KAA, TO KAKO aioxpa:
TO TTOVN PO VOULLE TIAVTA EEVIKA.

Wisdom, Cynics

A gymnasium

13 Wisdom is a most sure stronghold which never crumbles away nor is betrayed.
Walls of defence must be constructed in our own impregnable reasonings. He used
to converse in the gymnasium of Cynosarges (‘white dog’) at no great distance from
the gates, and some think that the Cynic school derived its name from Cynosarges.
Antisthenes himself too was nicknamed ‘a hound pure and simple’. And he was the
first to double his cloak and be content with that one garment and to take up a staff
and a knapsack. Neanthes too asserts that he was the first to double his mantle.

13 Tel(0G Ao PAAEGTATOV PPOVNOLV: UNTE VAP KATAPPEIV U1 TE TTPpodidoohal.
TEM KATAOKEVAGTEOV £V TOTG ADTAV AVAAWTOLG AOYLOHOTG. SIEAEYETO O €V
T® Kuvoodpyel yvpvaoio pikpov dmodev tdv TTUA®GVY: 60V TIVEG Kl TNV
KUVLIKTV EvTedBev OvopaoBijval. adTtog T ETTEKAAETTO ATTAOKV WV, KOi TIPMOTOG
ESIMAwoe ToV TpBwva kai LOVE adTd Exprito: BaAKTpoV T  aveAafe kai
Tmpav. TpdToV 8¢ kai NedvOng gnoi SImAdc oL Bopdtiov.

Next week: Diogenes the Cynic (i)
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